SOS Users Meeting

Day 1- Morning Breakout Session (Tech Group)

Moderator- Maurice Henderson

The following issues were addressed by the group
· Recovery- 

· somewhat difficult due to custom Linux piece
· the spare computer mirrors the main computer, can easily swap out but main still needs to be repaired

· Cumbersome process with slow line by line rewriting needed

· Data distribution- 

· limited set of data that are periodically updated

· FTP update 

· works off script that most users do not understand, needs improvement
· suggestion to look how Magic Planet (MP) does data distribution, some users say it is much friendlier

· formats of SOS and MP are similar but MP has lower resolution
· Idea of creating a Wiki to allow for better sharing of work load  

· Wiki idea- 

· everyone gets together to come to “right” answer
· seems like NOAA has many concerns about control of content and security

· ability exists to create a wiki from wiki.com, still needs administrator

· works best only if people do contribute

· survey of willingness to do wiki; seems like people want to it but not too clear on willingness to contribute

· distribute already created scripts created by other users

· Conference call to SOS users community- 

· made to inform us about funding

· idea of wiki was discussed at that time

· how to supplement data catalogue

· Currently working on website with “How to” and FAQ, allows easier update; eventually a better users manual.
· Software updates- goal now is every 9 months, shorter for bug fixes

· New developments
· Thought of moving to Mac platform
· Adding layering, geopolitical “pushpins”

· Text labels

· Simple path highlighter (John Madden playbook type of device)
· Geo-located Sprites

· Programmable transitions
· iTunes like user interface 

· User feedback on use of features

· Reducing the number of computers required

· GUI interface- 
· look at user interface 

· more comprehensive play list builder

· ability to program hour by hour and minute by minute

· Standardized way to store content

· Show control= schedule play list
· Standard play list format
· Higher resolution projectors- many would rather see higher resolution verses fewer computers

