Kiosk Demonstration – Wednesday
Don’t yet have a way to connect the kiosk to the sphere – have to ask the visitor to match the kiosk display to the sphere display. Hope to have a better connection in the future. Sphere has a 15 min cycle so visitor may have to wait a few minutes to see what’s being displayed on the kiosk on the sphere.

MDSC kiosk uses Flash – hope to put software on FTP site.

Kiosk is a better place to use a zoom function – can be good to show photos on too. Sphere a great display tool but cannot present everything e.g. depth.
Are advantages to having the kiosk separate to the sphere – gives people more time to look at info/data on the kiosk.

Linking the sphere and kiosk is not too difficult technically but now you’re splitting the visitor’s focus – need to think carefully about designing programs like this. Could pause the sphere and shift to the flat screen, could pre-plan into the show.

Idea to couple each kiosk screen to different side of the sphere & have different content on each kiosk. Or could use kiosks to talk about specific areas.

Kiosks could be dynamic & know where they are in relation to the sphere – could do away with text boxes on the sphere. Docents can script material so they know what is being shown on the other side of the sphere – can engage the whole audience. Hard to do this with RTD though. Harder to do this with an audio program however – would have to be scripted – could be done.

If have a concept that applies to the whole globe, people can pull in what’s relevant to them e.g. hurricanes, typhoons.

Problem if people esp. kids are not orientated – some people don’t know where Africa is.

Can have problems when try to put too much info on the sphere e.g. wind patterns + hurricane info. Need a balance.
Have different levels of opportunity to link kiosk data with the sphere. Could have subtle links e.g. if showing a viz of fires around the world then could have an image of fire as a backdrop on the kiosk screen. For surface currents, you could show debris floating by.

Can be hard to let go of data that could go on the screen but have to let decide what should go on the sphere and what should go on the flat screen.

Nauticus has audience interaction with the sphere. MDSC uses props – have the sphere as the sun and show the earth as a ball. Problem is you have to get around the misconception of the sun/earth/moon being the same size. Could do a scale version of the moon (19”) and place it at the correct distance from the earth, satellites too although this does require significant space.
Some docents like to change things on the sphere and ask people what’s wrong – e.g. show the earth upside down. Sometimes it’s better to show the earth on a different axis to get info across.

When showing clouds moving it is very confusing if the earth is moving too – better to hold the image of the earth still and just move the clouds.

Nauticus gets feedback from teachers based on state standards. Before the docents write a program they look at the standards.

Can use a CPS system to ask questions – pre & post testing. Good way to quiz kids & get data on knowledge levels both before & after a show. Could do a 4/5 min quiz on the kiosks and then show the presentation – not sure what people are coming away with. Might be a way to use CPS so that teachers know which kids answered what – NOAA would just need class data. Would be very useful for NOAA to have pre-test data.
Question whether anyone has experimented with a tac-tile? Could this be linked to the sphere? Could then see and feel at the same time. May work well for school groups but not so well for the public – one person would control everything.

Question about what other exhibits are needed to go with the sphere? Could have additional globes that display other data. Phytoplankton in a tank? Continents in a flat puzzle to show how they fit together. Could put a Magic Planet next to the sphere. Problem when you have too much around the sphere – can detract from the sphere itself & lighting would be an issue. Space may also be an issue. Could have other exhibits in complementary halls.
Group liked the grinding noise sound in Footprints when the earth altered it’s axis.

Group agreed to try different things and report back. Need to keep in mind what things do we want to teach as a group to the nation – need a structure to keep focus otherwise it will be too broad.

Centers often link their other exhibits to the sphere – presentations and other displays.

